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“I can say with absolute conviction that no Japanese filmmaker makes a film without being conscious of
Shinji Somai’s existence. That is how significant Somai's presence is in the history of Japanese cinema…
For anyone who wants to see a movie that has the power to change and sustain your life, I urge you to see
Somai’s films.”

Ryusuke Hamaguchi, director of Drive My Car

“Maybe the last great master of Japanese film history.”

Kiyoshi Kurosawa, director of Cure

“Shinji Somai is one of the most personal and original Japanese filmmakers, and a master whose work has
been almost completely neglected outside Japan.”

Chris Fujiwara, critic and programmer



SHINJI SOMAI

Cinema Guild is proud to present two essential works by the late and influential Japanese
filmmaker Shinji Somai: Typhoon Club (1985) and P.P. Rider (1983). Known for his signature
long-take style, with acrobatic shot sequences making audacious use of cranes and dollies,
and the highly physical, unrestrained performances of his actors, in films often fueled by the
anarchic energy of youth, Somai was a pivotal figure of Japanese cinema in the 1980s, a
keystone between the collapse of the studio system and the emergence of a new
generation of independent filmmakers. In a lively career tragically cut short (he completed
13 films before his untimely death in 2001, aged 53), Somai developed a profoundly
idiosyncratic way of working, often adhering to popular genre modes but completely
unbeholden to their conventions. Instead, he disrupted the usual flow of narrative to
foreground the artifice and invention of his camera, venturing out into space to match the
volatility of his performers, and to urge them along in a dance at once precisely designed
and wholly off-the-cuff. He injected his films with such an unwieldy feeling for life that his
shots often appear to be coming undone at the seams. As critic Shigehiko Hasumi put it:
“While it never had the fluid movement of Mizoguchi or Ophuls, Somai’s camera persevered,
risking the appearance of clumsiness, nestling against his characters’ unpredictable
behavior, now hesitant, now abruptly decisive.”

In an effort to strip away affectation and bring out unstudied states of being in his
performers, Somai preferred to work with amateur and first-time actors, and he nurtured the
careers of many young talents in the process, including Masatoshi Nagase and Yuki Kudo
(both of whom would later star inMystery Train by Jim Jarmusch). In 1982, alongside fellow
filmmakers Kiyoshi Kurosawa, Kazuhiko Hasegawa, Sogo Ishii, and others, Somai founded
the Director’s Company, a pioneering independent production unit; its mission: to give
filmmakers artistic and financial freedom in the twilight years of the Japanese movie
industry. Somai was held in the highest stature by his generation of cineastes and critics,
voting him the greatest Japanese filmmaker of the 1980s, and his lasting impact can be
traced in the work of many of today’s luminaries, from Kiyoshi Kurosawa to Ryusuke
Hamaguchi. Long unavailable in North America, the revival of these two works will, we hope,
herald in the recognition of one of the most personal and vital bodies of work in all of
cinema.



Director Shinji Somai during the production of Typhoon Club.



SYNOPSES

TYPHOON CLUB - New 4K Restoration
1985 / 115 min / 4K / Color In Japanese with English subtitles

Winner of the Grand Prix at the first Tokyo International Film Festival in 1985, Typhoon Club
is widely regarded as the seminal film of director Shinji Somai’s career. A work of raw,
elemental power, it follows an ensemble of junior high students in a provincial town, beset
by a summer-y malaise as a typhoon looms in the air. When the storm makes landfall, the
teens hole up in their school unsupervised, while another classmate (Yuki Kudo) disappears
alone on a harrowing trek to the big city. Set adrift in a world suddenly unmoored, the
students let loose their pent-up angst and burgeoning passions in a series of propulsive,
phantasmic scenes—part apocalypse, part utopia—as the deluge rages on into the night.
Observed in daring long takes, director Somai gives material form to the students’ turbulent
inner lives. When day breaks and the rains let up, the youngsters open their eyes to a world
in ruins—or a world renewed. The 10th best Japanese film of all time, according to Japan’s
Kinema Junpo poll.

P.P. RIDER
1983 / 118 min / HD / Color In Japanese with English subtitles

An exuberant farce tinted with deep shades of melancholy and real violence, P.P. Rider is an
ode to the dreams of youth against authority. The film centers on three teens on a burlesque
road odyssey to rescue their kidnapped class bully from a gang of yakuza. En route they run
afoul of some cops, befriend a motley former gangster, and experience the first seismic
shocks of growing up. More immediately, the youngsters climb on things and jostle and fall
down and sing and take up space, carried along less by the search for their classmate than
by the sheer momentum of being young and alive. Director Shinji Somai constantly invents
astonishing new ways to capture their movements, including a mythic opening shot,
which—according to legend—required the use of three cranes. Adapted from a scenario by
Leonard Schrader—with assistance from Howard Hawks—it’s a film of unparalleled freedom,
and a testament to Somai’s ability to inject his work with the potent marrow of life.



CREDITS

New 4K restoration from the original negative, supervised by assistant director Koji Enokido.

TYPHOON CLUB
Director Shinji Somai
Screenplay Yuji Kato
Photography Akihiro Ito
Lighting Tadaaki Shimada
Sound Toshio Nakano
Editing Isao Tomita
Assistant Director Koji Enokido
Producers Susumu Miyasaka, Tsutomu Yamamoto
Production Design Noriyoshi Ikeya
Music Shigeaki Saegusa
Production Director’s Company

Cast
Yuichi Mikami
Yuki Kudo
Shigeru Kurebayashi
Yuka Onishi
Tomoko Aizawa
Ryuko Tendo
Toshiyuki Matsunaga
Yuriko Fuchizaki
Tomokazu Miura



Shinji Somai directs Yuki Kudo in Typhoon Club.



P.P. RIDER
Director Shinji Somai
Original Story Leonard Schrader
Screenplay Chieko Schrader, Takuya Nishioka
PhotographyMasaki Tamura, Akihiro Ito
Lighting Hideo Kumagai
Sound RecordingMinoru Nobuoka, Yuichi Beniya
Sound Effects Yoshio Kojima
Editing Akira Suzuki
Assistant Director Koji Enokido
Production Design Yoshinaga Yokoo
Producer Kei Ijichi
Continuity Haruko Imamura
Music Katz Hoshi
Production Kitty Film

Cast
Tatsuya Fuji
Michiko Kawai
Masatoshi Nagase
Shinobu Sakagami
Mitsuko Baisho



Director Shinji Somai with the cast of P.P. Rider.



SHINJI SOMAI FILMOGRAPHY
Kaza-hana (2000)
Wait and See (1998)
The Friends (1994)
Moving (1993)
Tokyo Heaven (1990)
Luminous Woman (1987)
Lost Chapter of Snow: Passion (1985)
Love Hotel (1985)
Typhoon Club (1985)
The Catch (1983)
P.P. Rider (1983)
Sailor Suit and the Machine Gun (1981)
Tonda Couple (1980)


