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The Cinema G uild Collection

Jewish Studies
PROMISES
A landmark documentary , Promises is now a vailable with a unique study guide
that offers a multiple perspectiv e approach to the P alestinian- Isr aeli conflict. This
acclaimed film is a beautiful and deeply mo ving portr ait of sev en Palestinian and
Isr aeli children. Promises follows the journey of a filmmak er who meets these
children in and around Jerusalem, from a P alestinian refugee camp to an Isr aeli
settlement in the W est Bank. Although they liv e only 20 minutes apart, these
children exist in completely separ ate worlds, divided b y ph ysical, historical and
emotional boundaries. Promises explores these boundaries and tells the story of
a few children who dared to cross the lines to meet their neighbors. With
remarkable balance and a compelling blend of pathos and humor , Promises
mo ves the conflict out of politics and into the realm of the human. The new study
guide w as created b y a team of educators, writers, and the Promises filmmak ers. 
DVD special features: updates of the children filmed in 2004; footage from the
kids’ journey to the Academ y A wards; deleted sequences; theatrical tr ailer .
Directed by Justine Shapiro, B.Z. Goldberg & Carlos Bolado 
Purchase: $195 Rental: $55

“Stunning and powerful! Should not be missed.”      “Intensely personal and insightful - a humanist’s dream.”      “Extraodinary!”
– How ard R osenberg, Los Angeles Times     – Julie Salamon, The New Y ork Times – Roger Ebert

* Academ y® A ward Nominee, Best Documentary 
* Emm y A ward Winner , Best Documentary
* Winner , Jerusalem International Film F estiv al

AT THE GREEN LINE
A passionate and balanced documentary about the "Cour age to R efuse" mo vement that
looks at the political, ethical and mor al choices facing Isr aeli soldiers serving in the
occupied territories. Military service in Isr ael is mandatory , and this refusal to serv e in
the territories is considered treason b y a societ y that sees no other alternativ e to
protecting their families and their country .  At the Green Line profiles sev eral "Cour age
to R efuse" ex -soldiers as well as Isr aeli Arm y reservists, and shows how each side
wrestles with the effectiv eness and mor alit y of their choices. The viewer is tak en to the
front lines of the conflict: night patrols in the Gaza Strip , suicide bombings, targeted
assassinations, checkpoints, the separ ation fence, and the fear and tension that
permeate da y-to-da y existence in Isr ael.  A r aw, powerful, and heartfelt film, At the
Green Line documents the struggle to reconcile individual conscience with responsibilit y
to , and lo ve for , one's country .
Directed by Jesse Atlas
2005, 53 mins., Purchase: $295 Rental: $85

* Winner, Best Film - Conflict & Resolution, Hamptons Film Festival, 2005
* Winner, Best Documentary (short), Doxa Documentary Film Festival, 2005

"Most documentaries about the Israeli-Palestinian struggle portray the Israelis as the
bad guys and the Palestinians as the harassed innocents. While this one leans slightly in
that direction, it should not be lumped in with that crowd. At the Green Line brings up
important issues that should not be brushed aside and it does so in a way that elicits
discussion more than confrontation. The effort is laudable." - Cynthia R amsa y, Jewish
Independent

LESSONS IN FEAR
Does the solution to the conflict between
Isr aelis and P alestinians rest in the
classroom r ather than in the angry ,
fearful streets of the region? Lessons in
Fear looks at Isr aeli and P alestinian kids
on the frontlines of education, exploring
the education system in both societies
from the ground up . In a media world
obsessed with conflict, this film tak es a
humaniz ed, behind-the-scenes look at
how ordinary kids are educated in one of
the world's trouble spots. In the w ar -torn
areas where civilit y and basic rights ha ve
been forgotten, the education of y oung
minds is what gets affected the most.
Lessons in Fear looks at the struggle to
mak e education a positiv e force in Isr ael
and the P alestinian territories. 
Directed by James Cullingham
2005, 52 mins.
Purchase: $295 Rental: $85

"Lessons in Fear probes the other kinds
of 'occupation.' Not just territorial, but
the occupation of the soul..." - Geoff
Pevere, T oronto Star

AWARD - WINNING EDUCATIONAL FILMS AND VIDEOS



COMEDY MIDDLE EA STERN STYLE
The Middle East is a region filled with contr adictions and is
often thought of as a place of chaos and w ar. Mainstream
media insist on reporting only the turmoil, pandemonium, and
bloodshed, but r arely presents the true sentiments of the
majorit y of the people, who liv e their daily liv es longing for
peace. In Comedy Middle Eastern Style , with a mix of humor
and candid interviews, Ar ab, Isr aeli, P akistani, and Ir anian
standup comics living in New Y ork share their views on
political issues and the prejudice they'v e had to endure since
September 11, 2001. This documentary looks at the power
that humor has to heal the wounds of w ar, and perhaps allow
each of us to understand one another a little better . 
Directed by Soodabeh Oskoui Babcock & James Babcock
2005, 56 mins., Purchase: $250 Rental: $85

Highly Recommended "Very funny! Raises salient points
about political and cultural issues. " - EMRO

TALKING PEACE
The cy cle of violence in the Middle East ma y seem to ha ve no end,
but in San Diego Jews and P alestinians ha ve united despite the odds.
Talking Peace tak es viewers inside the Jewish-P alestinian Living
Room Dialogue and tells a compelling story of two sides coming
together through the simple act of listening. Although the
documentary giv es viewers an insight into the history of unrest, the
story is about the people, not the politics, of a region in which both
sides continue to ex change claims and blame. Among the
participants are a businessman, a teacher , an artist, a kar ate
instructor , a ph ysicist and an engineer . Compelling, first -hand
narr ativ es pro vide a perspectiv e of how their liv es ha ve been shaped
by the violence and fear that haunts Isr ael and the occupied
territories.
Produced and Directed by Mark Freeman
2005, 26 mins., Purchase: $195 Rental: $55

"Talking Peace offers an opportunity...to consider whether we can
risk being open to each other's heartfelt beliefs and whether the
stakes are worth it. It isn't an easy video, but the conversations it
will inspire offer a tremendous opportunity for self-reflection and
personal growth." Cheryl F . Coon, Interfaith F amily 

PALESTINE POST 9/11
In the w ake of the terrorist attacks on
the twin towers and the P entagon, the
world witnessed a number of
Palestinians celebr ating on the streets
of Jerusalem. Palestine Post 9/11 is an
examination of the tr agic ev ents of
9/11 from a P alestinian perspectiv e.
By following Stanley Cohen, a Jewish
lawy er from Manhattan, on his
journey to P alestine, the film
examines the setback the P alestinian
cause has suffered as a result of Al

Qaeda's actions and political rhetoric on one side and the U .S.
and Isr aeli policies on the other .
Produced and Directed by Osama Al-Zain
2005, 73 mins., Purchase: $275 Rental: $85

"The film offers very strong comments regarding the issue
expressed by its title. Recommended for college libraries as a
tool to insight discussion and further research." - EMRO

BET HERUT: The End of The Beginning
On a No vember night in 1985, in the Isr aeli cooper ativ e village of
Mosha v Bet Herut, Nachi Ariel, the founder and ideologue of the
Mosha v, killed his mentally challenged son and daughter -in-la w
before taking his own life. The tr agedy w as little-discussed as life
continued on the Mosha v. Fifteen y ears later , when filmmak ers
Eran Preis and K.M. Winikur go to Mosha v Bet Herut to explore the
impact of Nachi's murder -suicide, they find the Mosha v on the
verge of economic collapse. Bet Herut and other Kibbutzim and
Mosha vim were once the ideological core of the new state of Isr ael,
pioneering a dream of communal living and considered b y man y to
be Isr ael's greatest gift to the world. By the y ear 2000, they were
str aining under the weight of global capitalism. Through the
investigation of a tr agic murder in Isr ael, BET HERUT: The End of
The Beginning , wea ves a complex story about the ending of a
socialist er a in the state of Isr ael. 
Produced and Directed by Eran Preis and K.M. Winikur
2005, 53 mins., Purchase: $250 Rental: $75

MY GRANDFATHER’S HOUSE
My Grandfather's House , a personal documentary , follows filmmak er Eileen Douglas' determined
search to find her gr andfather's house in Lithuania, the home he left behind in 1911 when he fled to
America to escape the T sar's Arm y. With only fr agments to guide the w ay, the documentary is her
attempt to lift the v eil of darkness and disco ver "where it all began." T rav eling from New Y ork Cit y, to
the U .S. Holocaust Memorial Museum, to her mother's attic in S yr acuse, to the homes of relativ es and,
finally , to the block in K ovno where her gr andfather once liv ed, she unexpectedly unlocks the m ystery
of stories he nev er told, disco vers the fate of family members lost in the w ar, learns of the glory that
once w as Lithuanian Jewry , and resurrects a family shattered b y the tr aumas of the 20th Century .
Weaving together original and archiv al footage, old photogr aphs, historical records, and tr anslations of
old Yiddish letters, My Grandfather's House magically ev okes a v anished and b ygone er a.
Produced by Eileen Douglas & Ron Steinman, 2005, 52 mins., Purchase: $295 Rental: $85

"Wonderful! The story has such narrative drive that we're quickly engaged. A wise and heartwarming
movie."  - Jan Lisa Huttner , W orld Jewish Digest

"An exceptional documentary!" - School Libr ary Journal

PLEASE CITE CODE JSW-06 WHEN PLACING YOUR ORDER
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GOD IN GOVERNMENT
God in Government explores the complex
relationship between religion and politics
in the contempor ary world. Since the late
1970's, religion has emerged as a potent
force in public life. The world has seen the
resurgence of the Christian Right in the
United States, Islamic rev olution in Ir an,
the rise of Hindu nationalism in India , and
the influence of Orthodo x Jews on daily life
in Isr ael. Against a backdrop of political
campaigns and religious celebr ations, G od
in Government rev eals how the interpla y
of religion and politics affects the decisions
made b y domestic and global leaders, and
pla ys out in the liv es of ordinary citiz ens
here and around the world. 
Produced by Alvin H. Perlmutter
2004, 57 minutes
Purchase: $295  Rental: $85 

Highly Recommended “Deftly examines
the rise of religiosity in the United States
and in other parts of the world... Given
the current debate over the appropriate
role of religion in the development and
execution of government policy this film
should be of interest to a wide audience."
– Educational Media R eviews Online

DIFFERENT DRUMMERS:
Daring T o Mak e Peace
In The Mideast
Examines the efforts of Isr aeli and P ales -
tinian organizations and individuals to
ov ercome the legacy of bitterness
between them and to find w ays to end the
ongoing conflict. The film features inter -
views with a v ariet y of Isr aeli human
rights and peace activists who , out of
political and religious commitment, are
confronting the contro versial issues of the
Occupation, the Jewish settlements, the
checkpoints, and the P alestinian refugee
problem. Others lik ewise attempting to
find w ays to get the two sides to listen to
and understand one another , to recogniz e
each other ’s human dignit y, include a for -
mer Isr aeli arm y gener al, a former Likud
cabinet minister , and such P alestinian
peace activists as Dr . Hanan Ashr awi and
Faisal Husseini. 
Directed by John Michalczyk
2003, 50 minutes
Purchase: $275 Rental: $95 

"Media collections seeking an unbiased
and balanced portrayal of one of our
world's most fractious situations should
consider purchasing this well-crafted
title." - School Libr ary Journal 

PASSIONA TE VOICES:
American Jews and the
Isr aeli-P alestinian Conflict
Passionate Voices examines the American
Jewish con versation about Isr ael and
Palestine. With billions of dollars in U .S.
aid pouring into the region each y ear,
American public opinion has become a dri -
ving force in this dispute. From street
demonstr ations to kitchen table discus -
sions, Passionate Voices follows commit -
ted individuals whose views span the polit -
ical spectrum. F or Jews and non- Jews
alik e, this video pro vides a r are window
into a communit y that is often perceiv ed
as monolithic, but is actually fr actured and
badly in need of healing. The film is
designed to promote respectful dialogue
on this divisiv e topic.
Produced and Directed by Cindy
Burstein, Tony Heriza, Wendy Univer 
2004, 33 minutes
Purchase: $195 Rental: $50

FOURTEEN STATIONS
In January of 1993, painter Arie Galles
walk ed out to his backy ard studio and
began a series of new  dr awings he
thought would tak e him one y ear to com -
plete. T en y ears later he completed 'F our -
teen Stations', a series of charcoal dr aw-
ings based on surv eillance photogr aphs of
German concentr ation camps. This film
documents the effort, the time, the
research and the personal toll the project
exacted on the artist, who slowly rev eals
an unlik ely connection to the heart of his
unique work. 
Directed by Howard Libov
2004, 30 minutes 
Purchase: $150 Rental: $55 

“Recommended… the director has done a
fine job in weaving Galles’s biography,
creative process, and vision together into
a complete story.” - Educational Media
Reviews Online 

IN VIENNA,
THEY PUT
YOU IN J AIL:
The Max
Birnbach
Story

In 1938 Vienna, anti- Semitism w as at its
peak. Hitler ’s arm y w as threatening A us-
tria’ s border and Max Birnbach knew that
he would ha ve to flee A ustria or risk cer -
tain death. This video chronicles the
remarkable story of Max Birnbach, includ -
ing his imprisonment b y the Nazis, a dr a-
matic escape to the S wiss border , life in a
refugee camp , the futile efforts to sa ve his
parents from deportation to the concen -
tr ation camps, and the remarkable meet -
ing that made possible his emigr ation to
America, as well as the life- affirming
cour age and tenacit y he still demonstr ates
toda y, in his nineties.
Directed by Cheryl Blaylock
2003, 52 minutes
Purchase: $295 Rental: $95 

Highly Recommended “A fascinating
story of escape from the Nazis."
- Educational Media R eviews Online 

DISPLACED:
Miracle At St . O ttilien
Displaced is based on the true experiences
of U .S. Arm y priv ates Edw ard Herman and
Robert Hilliard, who were stationed in Ger -
man y at the close of WWII. They disco v-
ered the horrendous treatment of dis -
placed Jews in St. Ottilien, a displaced
persons camp run b y the U .S. military . In
an effort to alleviate the suffering, they
started a letter writing campaign which
caught the attention of President Harry
Truman, and led to the end of the abuse. 
Directed by John Michalczyk
2002, 46 minutes
Purchase: $275 Rental: $75 

FIRE WITHIN
In Fire Within , 30 T eenagers - 10 Isr aeli Ar abs, 10 Isr aeli
Jews, and 10 American Jews –  explore the differences and
similarities between them while tr aveling through Spain and
Isr ael under the auspices of the special y outh progr am of
the Jacobs International T een Leadership Institute (JITLI).
The film follows the teenagers on their two- week trip ,
observing their inter actions and beha vior , as they disco ver
that what divides them is secondary to what unites them. 
Directed by Richard Berman
2004, 57 minutes, Purchase: $275, Rental: $85

* Winner, Gold Remi Award, Worldfest 

“An emotionally compelling documentary... A great 
discussion starter for high-school students and other interested viewers.” - Booklist 

Highly Recommended “Makes an eloquent case for the power that a few determined
people can have in changing their community... Very useful for opening discussions
about the sometimes competing demands of religion, nationality, and identity.” 
– Educational Media R eviews Online

CALL (800) 723-5522, FAX (212) 685-4717, OR  EMAIL ORDERS@CINEMAGUILD.COM
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WOMEN IN BLACK
Documents the activities of W omen in Black,
a multinational organization that holds vigils
for peace around the world, focusing on
their efforts to promote a peaceful resolu -
tion to the Isr aeli/P alestinian conflict. The
film follows the London br anch of  W omen in
Black as they tr avel to the W est Bank to
form a human shield around P alestinian
civilians. The film features interviews with
members of the Isr aeli br anch, women who
in 1988 founded the organization to protest
their go vernment ’s occupation of the W est
Bank and Gaza.
Directed by Donna Baillie
2002, 53 minutes
Purchase: $275 Rental: $95 

“Powerful and darkly illuminating… It puts
a human face to the headlines and is a
compassionate call for a new relationship
based on mutual tolerance and under -
standing.” - Time Out London

SID A T 90
Profiles actor , come -
dian, impersonator
and v ariet y per -
former Sid R aymond,
in the process chal -
lenging the assump -
tion that celebrit y defines success. R ay-
mond dedicated his life to a cr aft that took
him from the Catskill Mountains to the
front in WWII, from summer stock to
Broadw ay, and from Madison A venue to
Hollywood. Sid at 90 follows a career that
lasted sev en decades.
Directed by Howard Weinberg
2002, 26 minutes
Purchase: $195 Rental: $50 

“An affectionate look at one of the last
survivors of an entire generation of Jew -
ish entertainers and quite pleasant to
watch.” - The Jewish W eek 

LUBOML: My Heart
Remembers
A unique documentary that celebr ates
Jewish life and tr aditions before the Holo -
caust, Luboml re-creates the fabric of daily
life in the predominantly Jewish mark et
town, or shtetl, of Luboml in prew ar
Poland. The video rev eals Luboml as a
vibr ant town where religious tr adition and
communit y life coexisted. No quaint rur al
village, Luboml w as an important regional
mark et town, complete with theater , a cin -
ema, electric lights, sports teams, and
numerous tr ades and businesses, factories
and workshops. In 1942, the German y
arm y destro yed the Jewish communit y in
Luboml, ex ecuting nearly all of its citiz ens.
Produced by Eileen Douglas & Ron
Steinman, 2002, 57 minutes
Purchase: $295 Rental: $95 

"A must-see gem." - The F orw ard

"Extraordinary! A living memorial to a
learned and generous culture.”  
- Cynthia Ozick, A uthor

GIMME A KIS S
In this remarkable family self -portr ait,
filmmak er Lilly Rivlin documents her par -
ents' marriage of more than fift y y ears, in
the process rev ealing some troubling fam -
ily secrets. Through interviews filmed o ver
a period of y ears with her parents, broth -
er, sisters, and aunts, among others, Rivlin
examines such univ ersal themes as
unfaithfulness, aging, sickness and death
and the connections between lo ve, caring
and guilt. 
Directed by Lilly Rivlin
2001, 56 minutes
Purchase: $295 Rental: $95 

* First Place Award, National Council
of Family Relations, Media Awards
Competition

POLA'S MARCH
Follows the emotional journey of Holo -
caust surviv or - P ola Susswein. W e tr avel
from balm y, vibr ant Isr ael, where P ola is
an activ e member of her local communit y,
to P oland, where P ola recounts for the first
time her w ar experiences to 200 students
on the “March of the Living” progr am.
Aware that she is one of the “last rem -
nants of a gener ation that is dying out, ”
Pola agrees to relate and examine, with
extr aordinary honest y and at consider able
sacrifice to her peace of mind, the most
intense experience of her life.
Directed by Jonathan Gruber
2001, 57 minutes
Purchase: $295 Rental: $95 

“...provides a thoughtful, personal path -
way into an overwhelming subject.” -
Libr ary Journal 

SUMMER
IN IVYE
Chronicles ev ents
that took place during
one remarkable sum -
mer , when American
choreogr apher T amar
Rogoff staged a
large-scale theater
production in a forest
outside a remote village in Belarus.
Assembling a troupe of international
actors, Holocaust surviv ors and local
townspeople, R ogoff conceiv ed a perfor -
mance that filled the empt y forest with
scenes from ev ery day life, echoing the
richness and humor of a time before WWII.
Directed by Tamar Rogoff and 
Daisy Wright, 2001, 72 minutes
Purchase: $350 Rental: $95

“Recommended for Holocaust collections.”
- Libr ary Journal 

PORRAIMOS: Europe’ s
Gypsies in the Holocaust
Chronicles the R oma (Gypsy) Holocaust —
Porr aimos, or “the dev ouring." It is the
first American documentary to expose how
the pseudo-science of eugenics w as used
to persecute not only Jews, but also Gyp -
sies. Using interviews with Gypsy sur -
viv ors, as well as photogr aphs and films
from the R eich Department of R acial
Hygiene, this video rev eals the oppression
of the Gypsies—their registr ation and seg -
regation, their sterilization, the medical
experiments, and their ev entual murder .
Directed by Alexandra Isles
2001, 57 minutes
Purchase: $295 Rental: $95 

Highly Recommended "Alexandra Isles'
gripping documentary should rightly take
a revered place alongside the more
extensive body of work detailing the 
Jewish Holocaust.” - Video Libr arian 

SECRET LIVES: Hidden Children
and their R escuers During WWII
Secret Lives tells the deeply mo ving stories of a small
number of Jewish children who were sa ved from the
Nazis b y non- Jewish families. The rescuers, ordinary
men and woman, hid these children in their homes at
great risk to themselv es and their families as an
extr aordinary act of defiance, humanit y, and br avery .
Directed b y Academ y A ward winner A viva Slesin,
herself a former hidden child, this captiv ating
documentary rev eals what happened between the
children and their rescuers and shows how this
experience forev er changed their liv es. 

Directed by Aviva Slesin, 2003, 72 minutes, Purchase: $295 Rental $85

* Official Selection of over 40 Jewish Film Festivals

“Extraordinary! A profound, truthful and miraculous celebration of heroism and
humanity.” - R ex Reed, The New Y ork Observ er

“A loving affirmation of humanity’s remarkable potential for goodness in the face of
pervasive evil.” - K evin Thomas, The Los Angeles Times

CALL (800) 723-5522, FAX (212) 685-4717, OR  EMAIL ORDERS@CINEMAGUILD.COM
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THE JEWISH STEPPE
In 1924, 30,000 Jewish families decided to
become farmers but the only land the new
government could mak e a vailable to them
was on the Crimean steppe, an area noto -
rious for its hot, arid summers, unfertile
soil, and slight r ainfall, with the only w ater
located deep underground. Nev ertheless,
entire Jewish families made heroic efforts
to settle the area, build housing, and
engage in collectiv e farming. Within two
years the area w as recogniz ed as the So vi -
et Union’ s first Jewish District, complete
with its own schools and colleges. 
Directed by Valery Ovchinnikov
2001, 16 minutes, Purchase: $99.95

AFTER AUSCHWITZ:
Battle for the Holocaust 

Why exactly does the Holocaust loom so
large in our collectiv e consciousness? T o
what political purposes has this memory
been put? This contro versial documentary
charts the ev olution of our idea of the
Holocaust, from 1945 to the present, crit -
ically examines the international campaign
for restitution, and ponders the relation -
ship between the Holocaust and the con -
tempor ary politics of the Middle East. F ea-
turing interviews with Dr . Henry Kissinger
and Elie Wiesel, among others, this video
challenges con ventional historical view -
points and stimulates debate o ver whether
or not the lessons of the Holocaust ha ve
truly been learned.
Directed by Paul Yule
2001, 50 minutes
Purchase: $275 Rental: $95 

"Expressing a controversial viewpoint that
needs to be discussed, this excellent pro -
duction is recommended for college and
large public libraries that have strong
Holocaust holdings." - Libr ary Journal 

JUDGEMENT DAY
By comparing the current Isr aeli/P alestin -
ian conflict with the previous struggle for
liber ation in South Africa, this video mak es
a univ ersal statement about w ar and its
effect on y oung people on both sides of
the conflict.
Directed by Kevin Harris
2001, 59 minutes
Purchase: $295 Rental: $95 

"...what gives the film poignancy is the
filmmaker seems as genuinely interested
in the long-term effects the Occupation
has on Israeli culture as in the physical
damage it inflicts on Palestinians." -
Cineaste Magazine 

A TRIAL IN
PRAGUE
Chronicles an infa -
mous political show
trial that took place
in Cz echoslo vakia at
the height of the
Cold W ar. In 1952
fourteen leading
Communists, including R udolf Slansky , the
second most powerful man in the country ,
were tried on charges of high treason and
espionage. Although they were innocent,
they confessed and were con victed. Most
of the men were hanged and three
receiv ed life sentences. Elev en of the four -
teen were Jews.  What led these men to
their passionate belief in Communism and
wh y did they publicly confess to crimes
they did not commit?
Directed by Zuzana Justman
2000, 83 min. (available in 56 mins.) 
Purchase: $295 Rental: $95 

"Sensitive, intelligent & moving ... shows
the human face of both communism and
its victims" - The New Y ork Times

A STORY ABOUT A
BAD DREAM 
This compelling docu-dr ama about the
Holocaust, based on the memoirs of Ev a
Erbeno va, recounts from a child's-ey e
view her experiences as a thirteen- year -
old girl in Cz echoslo vakia during W orld
War II. Ev a's recollections are illustr ated
by archiv al footage, dr awings b y inmates
at the T erezin concentr ation camp , and
children's pictures based on her memoirs.
This film is especially useful in con veying
the essence of the Holocaust to y oung
viewers. 
Directed by Pavel Stingl
2000, 49 minutes 
Purchase: $275 Rental: $85

FROM SWASTIKA T O
JIM CROW
In the 1930s Jewish intellectuals who
escaped Nazi German y and immigr ated to
the U .S. faced an uncertain future. Con -
fronted with anti- Semitism at American
univ ersities and a public distrust of for -
eigners, man y sought refuge in an unlik e-
ly place - tr aditionally black colleges in the
segregated South. Based on the book b y
Gabrielle Simon Edgcomb , From S wastika
to Jim Crow tells the little-known story of
two v ery different cultures sharing a com -
mon burden of oppression. 
Produced by Steven Fischler & Joel
Sucher, 2000, 60 minutes
Purchase: $295 Rental: $95 

“Remarkable... a fine piece of work. It is
an affirmation of the human spirit, of the
ability of one human being to touch
another irrespective of race, religion or 
politics." - New Y ork Daily News

SEED OF SARAH
This st yliz ed collage of song and remem -
br ance, based on the highly acclaimed
memoirs of Judith Magy ar Isaacson,
recounts the real-life story of a y oung
Hungarian girl growing up during the
tumultuous y ears of WWII and the Holo -
caust.  
Directed by Andrea Weiss
1998, 26 minutes  
Purchase: $150 Rental: $50 

L'CHAYIM, COMRADE ST ALIN!
In April 1928, twent y y ears before the founding of
Isr ael, Joseph Stalin created the world's first Jew -
ish homeland in the So viet Union, in a barren
stretch of land on Siberia's F ar Eastern border .
Although conceiv ed as a solution to the 'Jewish
problem,' The Jewish A utonomous R egion (J .A.R.)
became a center for Yiddish culture and tr adition,
and w as the first place in the world where Yiddish
culture thriv ed. The J .A.R. attr acted Jewish settlers from across the So viet Union and
even as far a way as the United States, Argentina, and P alestine. Filmed on location in
the J .A.R. , L’Chayim, Comrade Stalin! features interviews with pioneer settlers and cur -
rent residents, plus footage nev er before seen outside R ussia (including the r are pro -
paganda film Seekers of Happiness ). This beautifully directed and startling work offers
a fascinating glimpse into one of the most intriguing chapters of Jewish history .
Directed by Yale Strom, 2002, 90 minutes, Purchase: $295 Rental: $95 

* Official Selection, Berlin International Film Festival

“Terrific! A polyphonic film etude about cruelly betrayed ideals and an amazingly 
persistent culture." - Stuart Kla wans, The Nation 

"Few, if any, specialists in Yiddish culture are as qualified to tell the story of the Sovi -
et Yiddish homeland as the multitalented, prolific Strom." - R obert Sklar , The F orw ard
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WITNES S: V oices from
the Holocaust 
Video testimonies from the world's oldest
Holocaust archiv e - recorded in the Sev en-
ties and Eighties and nev er before seen -
are combined with rare archiv al footage
and photos to rev eal the tr aumatic memo -
ries of those who witnessed the Nazi er a
first -hand. The video's emotionally power -
ful and insightful narr ativ e challenges
viewers to redefine such concepts as hero -
ism and cour age b y juxtaposing accounts
of numerous Holocaust witnesses: Jews,
non- Jews, a Hitler Y outh, American POWs,
liber ators, resistance fighters, and a Jesuit
priest. 
Directed by Joshua Greene 
and Shiva Kumar
1999, 86 minutes, Purchase: $150 

* Best Social Documentary, NY Intl.
Independent Film & Video Festival

“Should be used in every class which is
studying the Holocaust. Excellent! A must
purchase for Holocaust collections." -
School Libr ary Journal 

THEY WERE
NOT SILENT:
The Jewish
Labor
Movement
and the
Holocaust  

This riv eting documentary tells the story
of the anti-Nazi and rescue activities of the
American Jewish labor mo vement, includ -
ing their aid to the underground fighters of
the ghettos of East Europe, and their
assistance to Holocaust surviv ors in
refugee camps across the globe. 
Directed by Roland Millman
1998, 30 minutes, Purchase: $59.95 

"More than just an uplifting portrait of
solidarity, this is an insightful depiction of
the social context of the 1930s and
40s...Useful for students studying the
Holocaust, the Labor Movement, and
American or European history, the
images and messages will have a lasting
impact that will reach beyond the lesson
at hand. " - School Libr ary Journal

THE SIXTH BA TTALION
This video examines the persecution of
Jews in Slo vakia during WWII. Surviving
members of The Sixth Battalion, a military
unit comprised of y oung Jewish men com -
pelled to do forced labor , recount their own
experiences and the persecution of the
entire Jewish communit y during the w ar in
the Slo vak State. 
Directed by Dusan Simko
1998, 56 minutes
Purchase: $295 Rental: $95

VOICES OF THE
CHILDREN
Tells the story of three people imprisoned
as children in the T erezin concentr ation
camp . Justman, the filmmak er, herself
spent two y ears in T erezin, so her profile
of the surviv ors and their experiences con -
veys an unusually personal qualit y. 
Directed by Zuzana Justman
1996, 80 minutes
Purchase: $395 Rental: $95 

“A significant addition to our understand -
ing of one of the darkest chapters of the
20th century." - V ariet y 

WARSAW STORY
This a ward- winning short dr ama mo vingly
recounts the true story of the escape of a
Jewish family from P oland, mir aculously
eluding the occup ying Nazi forces and pre -
serving their y oung son’ s innocence.
Directed by Amir Mann
1996, 18 minutes, Purchase: $59.95 

WHO W AS JERZY
KOSINSKI?
Examines the life of the celebr ated author
of Being There . Shifting from T oronto to
New York to P oland, where it retr aces his
wartime steps, the video exposes the real -
it y behind the fabrications K osinski wo ve
around himself and his work. 
Directed by Jack Kuper
1996, 53 minutes
Purchase: $295 Rental: $95

“An absolutely absorbing mystery yarn."
- Toronto Star

SERVUS, ADIEU ,
SHALOM: Jewish Life in
Vienna 
Through interviews with contempor ary
Viennese Jews and r are archiv al film, this
video tr aces Jewish life in the A ustrian
capital, chronicling a history of alternating
toler ation and expulsion dating back to the
tenth century . Profiling both former resi -
dents and expatriates, including Sigmund
Freud, Theodore Herzl, Fr anz K afka, Gus -
ta v Mahler , and Billy Wilder , as well as
artists, writers and other members of
toda y's Jewish communit y in Vienna, this
video rev eals how much Viennese and
world culture owes to its Jewish citiz ens.
Directed by Don North
1995, 46 minutes
Purchase: $195 Rental: $50 

"Innovative videography, wonderful musi -
cal background, and clear narration make
this 1000 year romp through history a
concise but meaningful experience." -
School Libr ary Journal 

SHTETL
Elderly folk artist Ma yer Kirshenblatt
recounts the story behind his paintings
which ev oke his childhood in a P olish
shtetl. His words and images recreate the
sights, sounds and smells of life, the
beliefs and rituals of the small town Jewish
communities which once thriv ed through -
out Eastern Europe, but which were oblit -
erated in WWII. 
Directed by Jack Kuper
1995, 23 minutes
Purchase: $195 Rental: $40 

WALTER ROSENBLUM:
In Search of Pitt Street
A documentary film about the life and career of
noted photogr apher , W alter R osenblum. The
child of Jewish immigr ants, R osenblum w as
raised on New Y ork’ s Lower East Side and
began his career at the Photo League, where
he met and studied with two legendary figures,
Lewis Hine and P aul Str and.  R osenblum won
acclaim for his photogr aphic series on Pitt
Street, a bustling immigr ant neighborhood in
New York, and recognition as one of the most

decor ated WWII combat photogr aphers for his mo ving photogr aphs of the D-Da y land -
ing on Omaha Beach and the liber ation of the Dachau concentr ation camp . The New Y ork
Times has described his work as being suffused with “formal beaut y and expressiv e
power and tenderness. ” This film is an intimate portr ait b y his daughter , Nina Rosenblum,
director of the Academ y A ward nominated Through the Wire and America and Lewis Hine .
Directed by Nina Rosenblum, 2000, 56 minutes, Purchase: $225 Rental $75

Critic’s Pick “...Walter Rosenblum is a genius, but
what comes through just as clearly is his shimmering
humanity." - Chuck Wilson, LA W eekly

“Highly recommended for all libraries. The appeal of
this film lies not only in Walter Rosenblum’s work; it
resides in the genuine concern he has for his sub -
jects.… His photos are an important social documen -
tary of times, places, and people that are often
excluded from the pages of history.” - EMRO

PLEASE CITE CODE JSW-06 WHEN PLACING YOUR ORDER
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RETURN TO THE
WARSAW GHETTO
On April 19, 1993, thousands of Jews from
all o ver the world gathered in W arsa w to
observ e the 50th anniv ersary of the W ar -
saw  ghetto uprising, one of the few truly
heroic ev ents for Jews during W orld W ar
II. Man y were surviv ors of  the ghetto ,
returning for the first time since the w ar.
This documentary follows three families as
they return to W arsa w, revisit memor able
sites from their past, attempt to come to
terms with this horrific experience, and to
pass on their knowledge and experience to
their children. 
Directed by Steve Paikin
1993, 60 minutes
Purchase: $350 Rental: $95 

“If students are prepared for the film,
they will gain a great understanding of
how the pain inflicted by the Nazis still
continues. The message here will stay
with viewers for a long time.” - School
Libr ary Journal

BLUE AND WHITE
Traces the struggles of fiv e So viet Jewish
Refuseniks and their families, from the ori -
gins of their desire to emigr ate from the
Soviet Union to their recent resettlement
in Isr ael.
Directed by Lauryn Axelrod
1991, 60 minutes
Purchase: $250 Rental: $95 

"...does not try to gloss harsh realities.
Recommended for teen and adult view -
ers." - Libr ary Journal 

MY YIDDISHE MOMME
McCOY
Filmmak er Bob Giges focuses on his spirit -
ed 90- year -old gr andmother , Belle
Demner McCo y, for an intimate portr ait of
one woman's struggle with the conflicts
between family , religion and lo ve. 
Directed by Bob Giges
1991, 20 minutes
Purchase: $195 Rental: $40 

THE THIRD GENERA TION
Focusing on the activities of the German-
Isr aeli Y outh Ex change Progr am, this video
shows three gener ations of Germans and
Isr aelis who , confronted with the historical
legacy of the Holocaust, are activ ely
involv ed in building new personal relation -
ships while trying to come to terms with
negativ e attitudes about one another . 
Directed by Yeshayahu Nir
1988, 50 minutes
Purchase: $295 Rental: $60 

Highly Recommended “A fruitful 
discussion of the Holocaust issues of per -
sonal vs. collective guilt, remembrance,
forgiveness, anger and hope" - Compass

THE STORY
OF CHAIM
RUMKOWSKI
AND THE
JEWS OF
LODZ

In order to facilitate the destruction of
Poland's three million Jews, the Nazis
forced them to establish Jewish Councils
responsible for administr ation of the P olish
ghettos. Chaim R umk owski, appointed
Chairman of the Lodz Jewish Council, w as
responsible for establishing a v ast bureau -
cracy which administered all social ser -
vices within the ghetto . The film depicts
the activities of  the Jewish Council, the
conditions of daily life for ghetto inhabi -
tants, R umk owski's relationship to the
Nazis, the gr adual disintegr ation of the
ghetto , and the deportations to the death
camps. 
Directed by Peter Cohen
1982, 53 minutes
Purchase: $250 Rental: $100 

“A model for [Holocaust] documentaries..
Painfully unsentimental, devoid of all but
the simplest visual rhetoric... 
A powerful film." - Village V oice

BREAKING THE
SILENCE: The
Gener ation After the
Holocaust
Profiles the members of a Second Gener a-
tion group of children of Holocaust sur -
viv ors who openly discuss its the impact
on their liv es and the need to communi -
cate with their parents. 
Directed by Edward A. Mason
1984, 58 minutes
Purchase: $295 Rental: $95

Highly Recommended “Very powerful!
Explores with sensitivity and insight...
superior for curriculum uses in studies of
family relations, psychology and 
sociology" - Libr ary Journal 

ROOSEVELT, NEW
JERSEY:
Visions of Utopia 
During the Great Depression, 120 families
of Jewish garment work ers from New Y ork
Cit y mo ved to the New Jersey countryside
to dev elop a go vernment -sponsored,
agro- industrial cooper ativ e communit y.
This film tells the story of the cooper ativ e
communit y through archiv al footage, pho -
tos and interviews with original home -
steaders and their children.
Directed by Richard Kroehling
1983, 52 minutes
Purchase: $295 Rental: $95

PARADISE CAMP
Tells the story of the Theresienstadt con -
centr ation camp , which w as used b y the
Nazis in an elabor ate hoax to deceiv e
world opinion about the Third R eich's
extermination campaign against the Jews. 
Directed by Frank Heimans & 
Paul Rea, 1986, 56 minutes
Purchase: $295 Rental: $90 

FREE VOICE OF LABOR:
The Jewish Anarchists
A dr amatic portr ait of immigr ant life in the
U.S. as seen through the ey es of the
sweatshop work ers who made up the Jew -
ish anarchist mo vement. The film includes
interviews with participants in the mo ve-
ment, archiv al photos and newsreel
footage, ex cerpts from old motion pic -
tures, and Yiddish songs and poems.
Directed by Steven Fischler and 
Joel Sucher, 1980, 55 minutes
Purchase: $250 Rental: $95

“...nothing short of a treasure as the story
of  how a passion for a `mother tongue'
and an anarchist vision produced a move -
ment that had an important effect on the
growth of the American labor movement."
- American Anthropologist

HOW TO PLACE AN ORDER
Please cite code JSW -06 when placing y our
order and mak e sure to inquire about our
special v olume discount plans.

Orders for rental or purchase ma y be made b y
phone, e-mail, fax or regular mail. All orders
should include video title(s), video format,
shipping and billing addresses, order code, and
your name, telephone number and affiliated
institutution. 

Payment options include credit card, money
order and personal check. Institutional orders
must include a purchase order number .

Public performance rights are included with all
titles. Preview tapes are a vailable for purchase
consider ation. All titles are a vailable in both
DVD and VHS formats. F or more information on
these and other great films visit our website at
www .cinemaguild.com.

THE CINEMA GUILD, INC.
130 Madison Avenue, 2nd Floor

New York, NY 10016-7038
Phone: (800) 723-5522
Phone: (212) 685-6242

Fax: (212) 685-4717
Email: orders@cinemaguild.com
Website: www.cinemaguild.com

CALL (800) 723-5522, FAX (212) 685-4717, OR  EMAIL ORDERS@CINEMAGUILD.COM
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